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What Is Claimed Is: 

7 v 

1 . A method for re-directing a user from a second Web site to a first Web 
site, composing the steps of: 

(1) providing, by the second Web site, a URL offering a "| 
product or sefoice to the user, said URL specifying a program on the second Web } 
site; 

($) reading, by said program, (a c ookie loca ted jnjhe^user's 
compu ter in resptose to t he user activatin g saijJJRL: / 

(3) \ determining, by said program, from said cookie whether the 
user already possesses said product or service; / 

(4) Vedirecting, by said program, the user to the first Web site 
when the determination of step (3) is positive, ^herein the first Web site is 
specified by said cookieptand 

(5) offering, by the second Web site, to supply said product or 
service to the user when tha determination of step (3) is negative; 

whereby the User who already possesses said product or service 
will not receive duplicate offers to supply said product or service from multiple 
Web sites. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein said providing of step (1) comprises at 

least one of the steps of: 

sending an e-mail including a link to said URL to the user; 
providing a Web page including a link to said URL to the user; and 
providing a computer p^pgram including a link to said URL to the 

user. 
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1 3. The method of claim 2, wherein said activating of step (2) comprises at 

2 least oneVof the steps of: 

3 \ clicking a link to said URL on a Web page; 

4 \ clicking a link to said URL in an e-mail; and 

5 \ executing a computer program that activates a link to said URL. 

1 4. The mfethod of claim 1 , further comprising a step of: 

2 tolacing, by the first Web site, said cookie on the user's computer 

3 in response to the user registering with the first Web site for said product or 

4 service, said cooKrie including the URL of the first Web site. 

1 5. The method of claim 1 , wherein said program is a server side program. 

1 6. The method bf claim 5, wherein said program is at least one of the 

2 following: \ 

3 a CGI script; 

4 a Java seWlet; 

5 a PHP scApt; and 

6 a Perl script. 

1 7. The method of claimU , wherein said program is a client side program that 

2 is downloaded from the second Web site. 

1 8. The method of claim V, wherein said program is at least one of the 

2 following: \ 

3 a Java applet; \ 

4 a Java script; and \ 

5 an Active X control\ 
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9. \A system for re-directing a user from a second Web site to a first Web site, 
comprising: 

qieans for providing, in the second Web site, a URL offering a 
product o^service to the user, said URL specifying a program on the second Web 
site; 

means for reading, in said program, a cookie located on the user's 
computer in response to the user activating said URL; 

leans for determining, in said program, from said cookie whether 
the user already possesses said product or service; 

meW for redirecting, in said program, the user to the first Web 
site when the result bf said determining means is positive, wherein the first Web 
site is specified by said cookie; and 

means for offering, in the second Web site, to supply said product 
or service to the user when the result of said determining means is negative; 

whereby the user who already possesses said product or service 
will not receive duplicate bffers to supply said product or service from multiple 
Web sites. 

10. The system of claim 9^ wherein said providing means comprises at least 
one of: 



user; 



means for sending an e-mail including a link to said URL to the 
means for providing a Web page including a link to said URL to 



the user; and 

means for providing ^computer program including a link to said 
URL to the user. 



1 1 . The system of claim 1 0, wherein &id activating of said URL comprises at 
least one of: 

clicking a link to said URL \n a Web page; 
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clicking a link to said URL in an e-mail; and 

executing a computer program that activates a link to said URL. 



1 
2 
3 
4 



12. ^The system of claim 9, further comprising: 

means for placing, in the first Web site, said cookie on the user's 
computed in response to the user registering with the first Web site for said 
product oV service, said cookie including the URL of the first Web site. 



1 3 . TheXsystem of claim 9, wherein said program is a server side program. 



1 
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14. The system of claim 13, wherein said program is at least one of the 
following: 

k CGI script; 
Java servlet; 
a rtu* script; and 
a PeVl script. 



1 
2 



1 5. The system ofklaim 9, wherein said program is a client side program that 
is downloaded from thte second Web site. 



1 
2 
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1 6. The system of cl^im 1 5, wherein said program of is at least one of the 
following: 

a Java applet 
a Java scriptAand 
an Active X control. 



1 

2 
3 



17. A computer program pVoduct comprising a computer usable medium 
having control logic stored thereih for causing a computer to re-direct a user from 
a second Web site to a first Web site, said control logic comprising: 
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4 \ first computer readable program code means for causing the 

5 compiler to provide a URL offering a product or service to the user; 

6 \ second computer readable program code means for causing the 

7 computer to read a cookie located on the user's computer in response to the user 

8 activating said URL; 

9 \ third computer readable program code means for causing the 
computer tb determine from said cookie whether the user already possesses said 

1 1 product or sbrvice; 

12 \ fourth computer readable program code means for causing the 

13 computer to redirect the user to the first Web site when the result of said third 

14 means is positiVe, wherein the first Web site is specified by said cookie; and 

f^th computer readable program code means for causing the 

16 computer to offeAto supply said product or service to the user when the result of 

17 said third means isinegative; 

18 whereby the user who already possesses said product or service 

19 will not receive duplicate offers to supply said product or service from multiple 

20 Web sites. 

1 18. The computer program product of claim 17, wherein said first means 

2 comprises at least one of\ 

3 computer readable program code means for causing the computer 

4 to send an e-mail including Mink to said URL to the user; 

5 computer readable program code means for causing the computer 

6 to provide a Web page including a link to said URL to the user; and 

7 computer readable program code means for causing the computer 

8 to provide a computer program including a link to said URL to the user. 
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